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TEAC HIN G NOTES
WHAT IS A WORD STUDY
• A word study is a valuable tool that allows the student of the Bible to see how the
same word

is used throughout the Bible.

WHY WOULD I WANT TO DO A WORD STUDY
• The Bible is comprised of words. For that reason, an understanding of the words
themselves

.

is basic to understanding what the Bible says.

If you think about it, you use the same word in many different ways all the time. How many
uses for the English word “hand” can you think of right off the top of your head? “Hand me a
brick.” “Give him a hand with that box.” “Give him a hand for that performance.” “The hand on
the clock is bent.” “That horse must be 15 hands high.” “He’s a hired hand.” “She bit his
hand.” “He asked for her hand in marriage.” “He had a hand in organizing the business.”
• Studying individual

words in the Bible brings a deeper knowledge

better understanding

of Biblical principles.

• What the word means in English
text it was originally

and

may not be the same as the Hebrew or Greek

written in.

• Without digging into the words of scripture, we may arrive at an interpretation and
application that is skewed

, and miss out on some valuable insights

well.
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The only way you’ll find out what this word means is by looking at how it’s used. That’s how
we all learn what words mean as small children; it’s also how dictionary editors know. They
listen and read, and this provides the clues necessary to discover what people mean by
various terms.
You can do this two ways:
1. Study the English

definition.

- You can gain a lot of insight just by finding the English definition of specific words from
scripture. This can help you to think deeper, start to form opinions and apply the
scripture.
2. Study the definition in the original language

- The Bible was not

.

written in English

- The Old Testament was written in Hebrew
- The New Testament was written in Greek
- Words in the English Bible can represent two or more

different words in the

original language

- The range of meanings in one English word does not do justice

to the

complexity of the original.

WHAT ARE THE TOOLS FOR USING A WORD STUDY AND HOW DO I DEFINE THEM
: a book or online resource (such as Dictionary.com)
• English Dictionary
containing a selection of the words of a language, giving information about their meanings
& pronunciations.

- You can do word studies in English alone, which is a great start.
- if you desire to dig deeper, studying the Greek or Hebrew word is the next step
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In order to find what the English word is translated to Greek or Hebrew, you have to
use a Reverse Interlinear to find the Strongs Concordance number.
Interlinear
Hebrew

: An interlinear Bible arranges the words in the Greek
Bible to match those in our English translations

discover the definition

and
, so that you can

.

Strongs Concordance: The Strong's Exhaustive Concordance is the most complete, easyto-use, and understandable concordance for studying the original languages

of the

Bible.
• The Strong’s Concordance is a reference

book which correlates every word in the

Old and New Testament with a description

in English of it’s meaning.

• Words in the Old Testament were given numbers

starting with an H for Hebrew

• Words in the New Testament were given numbers

with G

Bible Dictionary: Bible dictionaries are one of the most practical

.

in front of it for Greek .

and useful

theological reference books available.
• Bible Dictionaries contain a combination of definitions
Biblical words with verse references

and proper names

for

, which allows users to define & analyze

Scripture.
• With this tool you can discover the meaning
to the theological concepts

of words and study them in context

of that specific verse or passage.
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WHAT ARE THE STEPS
1. Read a section of Scripture
2. Choose one word

- repeated

you want to learn more about. Look for words that are:

, one clue that they contribute in some way to a theme in the passage

- Not easily

understood

- Not the same
3. Define

.

as other translations

the word - Look up and record the definition from an English dictionary;

include synonyms and antonyms.
4. Look up the word in the Bible study app/website

with concordance/Bible

dictionary capabilities.
5. Read it with an interlinear/concordance

tool - (This gives you a breakdown of

each word in the verse, in the original language it was written.)
6. Choose the specific word

you want to study for the Hebrew(OT)/Greek(NT)

definition and usage.
7. Read

the definition.

8. Write down the scripture references
9. Read the context
same author
10. Find every instance
11. Compile

listed with this word and look them up.

of the verses within the chapter and book - Look at how the
uses that word.
of the word in Greek/Hebrew and how it is used.

your notes & write out the biblical definition of the word based on your study.

12. Pray for God to reveal the doctrine and the application
mean?”, and “What does this mean to me?”
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. Ask him “What does this

EXAMPLE OF A WORD STUDY
Fellowship From Acts 2:42 - “They were not steadfastly continuing int he teaching of the
apostles and in fellowship, the breaking of bread and the prayers."
Using the website: www.biblehub.com
1. Choose “Interlin" for the English - Greek/Hebrew Interlinear Bible

1

2

2. Type your verse in the search bar & hit enter
- which will produce this page:
- 1st line - Strongs Concordance number
- 2nd line - Hebrew/ Greek text written in English alphabet
- 3rd line - Hebrew / Greek text written in original language letters
- 4th line - English text
- 5th line - English part of speech
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3. Find the word you want to study & click on the corresponding number above it
- (we are studying fellowship (koinōnia) - so we click on the Strongs number 2842)
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4. Here you can dig deeper into information
•

Under "fellowship" we find one main word-group, koinonia (abstract noun), koinonos
(concrete noun= 'sharer'), koinoneo (verb).

•

•

An index of Greek words shows that koinonia is variously translated as
•

'contribution' (2 times)

•

'fellowship'(12 times)

•

‘Participation’ (2 times)

•

‘sharing’ (3 times)

From this study we see that the the author of the book of Acts, Luke, does not use this
term anywhere else in the book

•

From this it emerges that koinonia is not primarily something that you do but rather
signifies a state of affairs understood by the word 'partnership'. It means sharing,
belonging together, togetherness. Those who have become God's people by faith are
joined at the deepest level. They have koinonia with Christ and with God.
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SMALL GROUP
NOTES
As a group, choose a section of scripture to read. From that section, choose one word
to do a study over.

-

Define the word in English
Using an interlinear Bible, find the word in the original Greek / Hebrew
What is the original language definition?
How does this definition fit into this section of scripture?
Is it used elsewhere in this same book?
How is it used elsewhere in the Bible?
How can I apply this word and text to my life?
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